SMYTH COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, April 16, 2026, at 5:30 P.M. 
Smyth County Public Library, Chilhowie Branch 
Chilhowie, VA 24319

CALL TO ORDER: The regular meeting of the Smyth County Library Board of Trustees was called to order on Thursday, April 16, 2026, at the Smyth County Public Library, Chilhowie Branch, Chilhowie, VA. Trustees present: Tom Copenhaver, Ann-Margaret Utt, Margaret Linford, Nellie Harmon, and Gwyn Combs. Trustees absent: Kaylan Bales and Patton Graham. Library Director Rose Likins, Helen Conley, Heather Carter, Sheila Johnson, Kristen Wheeler (virtually), and Tracey Reed were present. The meeting was called to order by Margaret Linford at 5:30 P.M.
WELCOME/INTRODUCTION:
Margaret welcomed everyone.
AGENDA APPROVAL:
Tom Copenhaver moved to accept the agenda, with a second by Ann-Margaret Utt
The motion PASSED by the following vote:
AYES: Margaret Linford, Ann-Margaret Utt, Nellie Harmon, Tom Copenhaver, and Gwyn Combs
Absent: Kaylan Bales and Patton Graham
NAYS: None ABSTAINERS: None
PUBLIC/GUEST REMARKS:
· Chilhowie Librarian, Heather Carter, and Makerspace Facilitator, Christy Berry, gave an update on special projects being worked on at The Makery.
· Heather also gave an update on all of the upcoming programs at the Chilhowie Public Library.
· Connie Wyatt, President of the Friends of the Chilhowie Public Library, gave an update.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Nellie Harmon moved to accept the minutes from the March meeting, with a second by Gwyn Combs
The motion PASSED by the following vote:
AYES: Nellie Harmon and Gwyn Combs
ABSTAINERS: Margaret Linford, Tom Copenhaver, and Ann-Margaret Utt
Absent: Kaylan Bales and Patton Graham
NAYS: None
APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS:
Margaret, the Chairperson, asked if there were any issues. Discussed disbursements from March as listed in the report.
A motion was made by Tom Copenhaver with a second by Gwyn Combs to accept the disbursements from March.
The motion PASSED by the following vote:
AYES: Tom Copenhaver, Margaret Linford, Nellie Harmon, Ann-Margaret Utt, and Gwyn Combs
Absent: Kaylan Bales and Patton Graham
NAYS: None ABSTAINERS: None
FINANCIAL REPORT:
The financial report looks in good standing. Discussion available on recording posted on library website.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:
Rose Likins presented the Board of Trustees with the Director’s report. Full report available on recording posted on library website.
OLD BUSINESS:
A. Makerspace Updates

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Citizen Science Month Programs - Mushrooms

B. FY-27 Holiday List
LOCATION/TIME OF NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 18, 2026, at 5:30 PM. at Smyth County Public Library, Saltville Branch Library.  May meeting will not be held due to area high school graduations occurring during the same time period.
ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Nellie Harmon with a second by Gwyn Combs to adjourn the meeting.
The motion PASSED by the following vote:
AYES: Tom Copenhaver, Ann-Margaret Utt, Margaret Linford, Nellie Harmon, and Gwyn Combs
Absent: Patton Graham and Kaylan Bales
NAYS: None ABSTAINERS: None

