
SMYTH COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, September 17, 2026, at 5:30 P.M., 
Smyth County Public Library, Chilhowie Branch Library
Chilhowie, VA  24319
		CALL TO ORDER:
The regular meeting of the Smyth County Library Board of Trustees was called to order on Thursday, September 17, 2026, at the Smyth County Public Library, Chilhowie Branch, Chilhowie, VA. Trustees present Margaret Linford, Nellie Harman, Kaylan Bales, Tom Copenhaver, and Patton Graham. Trustees absent were Gwyn Combs and Ann-Maragret Utt Library Director Rose Likins, Heather Carter, Tracey Reed, Helen Conley, and Sheila Johnson attended. The meeting was called to order by Margaret Linford at 5:33 P.M.
WELCOME/INTRODUCTION:
Margaret welcomed everyone. 
AGENDA APPROVAL:
[bookmark: _Hlk58828045][bookmark: _Hlk124680106]Tom Copenhaver moved to accept the agenda, with a second by Nellie Harmon.
[bookmark: _Hlk87538038][bookmark: _Hlk125315042]The motion PASSED by the following vote:
AYES: Margaret Linford, Nellie Harmon, Tom Copenhaver, Kaylan Bales, and Patton Graham 
NAYS: None ABSTAINERS: None
ABSENT: Gwyn Combs and Ann-Margaret Utt
									 PUBLIC/GUEST REMARKS:
Public and guest remarks from Chilhowie Friends of the Library President Connie Wyatt and Chilhowie Branch Manager Heather Carter                                             										 		 							  		APROVAL OF MINUTES:
Nellie Harmon moved to accept the minutes as given, with a second by Tom Copenhaver. 
The motion PASSED by the following vote:
[bookmark: _Hlk140184331]AYES: Margaret Linford, Nellie Harmon, Tom Copenhaver 
NAYS: None ABSTAINERS: Patton Graham and Kaylan Bales due to being absent at the last meeting 
ABSENT: Gwyn Combs and Ann-Margaret Utt 
	                                                                                                                     APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS:
Sheila Johnson was present for any questions concerning disbursements for July and August.  Margaret, Chairperson, asked if there were any issues. Discussed disbursements as listed on report. 
[bookmark: _Hlk108475024][bookmark: _Hlk74244268]A motion was made by Patton Graham with a second by Tom Copenhaver to accept the disbursements for July. 
The motion PASSED by the following vote:
[bookmark: _Hlk140184399]AYES: Margaret Linford, Nellie Harmon, Tom Copenhaver, Kaylan Bales, and Patton Graham 
NAYS: None ABSTAINERS: None
ABSENT: Gwyn Combs and Ann-Margaret Utt

A motion was made by Patton Graham with a second by Nellie Harmon to accept the disbursements for August. 
The motion PASSED by the following vote:
AYES: Margaret Linford, Nellie Harmon, Tom Copenhaver, Kaylan Bales, and Patton Graham 
NAYS: None ABSTAINERS: None
ABSENT: Gwyn Combs and Ann-Margaret Utt
                      							          FINANCIAL REPORT:
The financial report looks in good standing. Discussion available on recording posted on library website. 
[bookmark: _Hlk72238276]DIRECTOR’S REPORT:
Rose Likins presented the Board of Trustees with the Director’s report. Full report available on recording posted on library website.

OLD BUSINESS:
Makery/Recording Studio update 
Progress report on security camera installation 

        NEW BUSINESS:
New fax and phone systems 
Modification to the FY-27 holiday schedule 
Day before Thanksgiving will be closed due to missing the Labor Day half day 
A motion was made by Nellie Harmon with a second by Patton Graham to approve the change.  
The motion PASSED by the following vote:
AYES: Margaret Linford, Nellie Harmon, Tom Copenhaver, Kaylan Bales, and Patton Graham 
NAYS: None ABSTAINERS: None
ABSENT: Gwyn Combs and Ann-Margaret Utt

LOCATION/TIME OF NEXT MEETING:

Next meeting will be held on October 15, 2026, at 5:30 PM in Saltville, at the Saltville branch.  
ADJOURNMENT:
[bookmark: _Hlk87540451]A motion was made by Tom Copenhaver, with a second by Kaylan Bales to adjourn the meeting at 6:16 p.m. 
The motion PASSED by the following vote:
AYES: Margaret Linford, Nellie Harmon, Tom Copenhaver, Kaylan Bales, and Patton Graham 
NAYS: None ABSTAINERS: None
ABSENT: Gwyn Combs and Ann-Margaret Utt
		
